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MOTION FOR LEAVE TO PARTICIPATE AS AMICUS CURIAE IN SUPPORT
OF DEFENDANT STATE OF NEW MEXICO
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Roswell, NM 88202-1415

(575) 624-2463

Counsel for Amicus Curiae Southern Rio
Diversified Crop Farmers Association



COMES NOW the Southern Rio Grande Diversified Crop
Farmers Association (“SRGDCFA”), by and through its counsel of
record Hennighausen Olsen & McCrea, L.L.P. (Arnold J. Olsen),
and pursuant to the Case Management Plan on file herein, as
amended on November 21, 2018. The SRGDCFA seeks leave of the
Special Master to appear as amicus curiae in this matter in support
of the Defendant, State of New Mexico.

The SRGDCFA has previously joined with amicus curiae
New Mexico Pecan Growers in briefing before the Special Master.
It now desires to appear as amicus curiae along with New Mexico
Pecan Growers, City of Las Cruces, New Mexico State University,
and Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority and to
participate in the pending litigation and mediation to the extent
allowed all Amici Curiae in the proceeding.

The SRGDCFA is a New Mexico non-profit corporation
formed in 2009 for the purpose of protecting the water rights of
diverse farmers in the Rio Grande Project. SRGDCFA works to
promote and protect the interests of diversified farmers in the
Southern Rio Grande Valley of New Mexico, defined to include all
diversified irrigated lands in the Rio Grande Project from Caballo
Dam to the Texas state line.

SRGDCFA’s mission is to obtain equitable treatment of
diverse farmers surface and groundwater rights as administered by
the state of New Mexico and federal agencies. Diverse farmers
presently cultivate approximately 30,000 acres of open ground in
the New Mexico portion of the Project and grow a variety of crops
consisting primarily of chili, onions, lettuce, corn, alfalfa and cotton.
The amount of land under cultivation by diverse farmers is directly
influenced by the quantity of surface and groundwater available in
any given year.

It is the goal of the SRGDCFA to protect the diverse crop
farmers surface and groundwater rights throughout the process of
development and implementation of adaptive aquifer management
and the ultimate resolution of this original action. The SRGDCFA
advocates for an adaptive management response to climate
variability such that no open ground farmer is forced to permanently
leave the industry in response to theadaptive management of surface
and groundwater resources.



SRGDCFA’s members have a direct stake in this
controversy and through its participation will contribute to a full and
fair development of all issues involved. Given the unique
circumstances of the SRGDCFA members participation of
SRGDCFA as amicus is appropriate.

SRGDCFA respectfully acknowledges its obligation to share
in the costs associated with the storage and management of
documents by Veritext as required in the Amendment to Case
Management Plan.

Counsel of record for SRGDCFA has contacted counsel for
all other parties and amici. State of New Mexico, State of Colorado,
Elephant Butte Irrigation District, New Mexico Pecan Growers, City
of Las Cruces, New Mexico State University, Albuquerque
Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority, State of Kansas do not
object to this motion. The City of El Paso takes no position on the
motion. No response was given by counsel for the State of Texas,
United States, and El Paso County Water Improvement District No.
1

Respectfully submitted this 9™ day of December 2020 by:

/s/ A.J. Olsen
Arnold J. Olsen*
HENNIGHAUSEN OLSEN & McCREA, L.L.P.
*Counsel of Record for Amicus Curiae
Southern Rio Grande Diversified Crop
Diversified Crop Farmers Association
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